Inability to modulate attention away from emotional stimuli may be a key component of dysregulated emotion in bipolar disorder (BD). Previous studies of BD indicate abnormalities in neural circuitry underlying attentional control, yet few studies examined attentional control in the context of emotional distracters. We compared activity and connectivity in neural circuitry supporting attentional control and emotion processing among 22 individuals with BD type 1, currently remitted and euthymic, and 19 healthy controls. Participants performed an emotional n-back paradigm, comprising high and low attentional demand conditions, each with either emotional (happy, fearful), neutral or no face flanker distracters. During the high attentional control demand conditions without emotional distracters, BD individuals showed reduced activity relative to controls in dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, dorsal anterior cingulate cortex (dACC), and inferior parietal cortex. During the high attentional control demand conditions with fearful-face distracters, BD individuals showed greater activity than controls in these regions and amygdala and striatum. Relative to controls, BD individuals also showed abnormal patterns of effective connectivity between dACC and amygdala during high attentional control demand with emotional face distracters. Inter-episode bipolar disorder is characterized by abnormal recruitment of attentional control neural circuitry, especially in the context of emotionally distracting information.
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Introduction
Bipolar disorder (BD), one of the 10 most debilitating illnesses worldwide (World Health Organization, 2004) , is characterized by a central deficit in the ability to regulate emotion (Goodwin and Jamison, 2007) . Importantly, this deficit may persist even during remission (Phillips et al., 2003) ; thus, examining the neural basis of emotion dysregulation in BD may advance understanding of key pathophysiologic processes of the illness. The ability to flexibly redirect attention (i.e., attentional control) away from emotionally distracting stimuli represents an important component of emotion regulation that may be deficient in BD (Phillips et al., 2008a) .
Attentional control entails 1. selective attention toward goalrelevant stimuli, and 2. redirection of attention away from distracting, goal-irrelevant stimuli (Phillips et al., 2008a) . Attentional control is fundamental to a range of cognitive tasks, including working memory (Gazzaley, 2010), sustained attention (Braver et al., 2003) , and attentional set shifting (Nagahama et al., 2001) . Maintaining attention to pertinent information is particularly challenging in the presence of distracting emotional stimuli, which compete for cognitive resources (Luo et al., 2007) . Distributed prefrontal and parietal-cortical, anterior cingulate-cortical, and striatal-thalamo circuitry mediates attentional control (Alexander and Crutcher, 1990; Bush and Shin, 2006) . Furthermore, maintaining attention in the presence of emotional distracters is dependent on this circuitry (Bishop et al., 2004; Dolcos and McCarthy, 2006; Erk et al., 2007; Goldstein et al., 2007) and intact functional coupling between prefrontal and anterior cingulate cortices and amygdala (Etkin et al., 2006; Urry et al., 2006) .
Attentional control deficits have been documented among BD individuals using tests of sustained attention (Clark et al., 2002 (Clark et al., , 2005 Maalouf et al., 2010) and working memory (Martínez-Arán et al., 2005; Thompson et al., 2007) . Neuroimaging studies 
